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NATIONAL DEVELOFMENT FLAN

Disclaimer: We take great care to research the informationiained in this publication. It is, to the besbaf knowledge, accurate and up-to-date at the ¢iime
publication. Our aim is to provide useful infornmatito those who receive Focal id’ Chluais. MFG-Medl Mhuscrai cannot accept any liability for angsl or
damage arising as a result of reliance on thigtiméion.
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On Thursday the 8of June 60 people from the locality went on a ddy to
Millstreet Country Park. The park is 500 acres iresand is situated about 6
kilometres south of Millstreet Town on the footkilbf the Boggeragh Mountains in
Duhallow.

We arrived at the visitors centre in the park arefemvarmly greeted at the front
door. We were treated to a beautiful dinner witlssget and tea or coffee with
biscuits. When the meal was over we were informedutall the great things to do during our visihe$e
included listening to music by one of the Diamoridte3s in the large room next to the entrance, @dor a
relaxing walk through the many beautiful gardengaing on a tour around the park in buggies whienenparked
up ready and waiting outside. About half of the glealecided to go for the tour in

the buggies while the other half decided to stay emoy the music or go for a walk

through the lovely gardens.

| went on the buggy tour which began at the visttentre. As we made our way up

the hill our guide gave us the history of the pdtkwas purchased by a man from

Banteer in the early seventies and at that timeag 500 acres of complete and utter

bogland. He let the place lie for five years arghtktarted reclaiming the eastern side

with a digger. He made pathways, waterfalls, paksi@nd he turned it from a barren

piece of bogland into a thriving country park. @e early stages of the trip we passed the paddelc&se some of
the 700 deer were grazing. About three weeks eali¢he deer had given birth and their offspringiere out in
the paddocks with them. It was an amazing sigket The tour guide said that some

of the deer were sold and there was a three yeieing/éist for them. We then passed

the paddock where the stags were grazing. Thepigretrong antlered animals and

they posed for photos. The man who looks afted#éer was mowing silage in a field

next to the path as we passed by. The deer arglée inside for the winter but the

doors of the shed are left open because deer slagy inside.

As we made our way up the park in the buggies we wkwn away by the fantastic

views of the surrounding countryside. Our tour gushid on a clear day if you

looked south you would see the sun reflecting afffsidle Harbour, to the east you are

overlooking all of Duhallow, to the north you argedooking North Kerry and to the west you coula: gbe
Dingle Peninsula and Carrauntoohil.

We were going higher and higher up and near theM®stopped at a bog
where turf had been cut. This was the best pattiepark when the owner
bought it and three men have the rights to cutthefe. We reached the top
of the hill where there is a wishing well locatédis a stream that is filled
with clean pure water flowing down from the mountabove. There was a
small pipe that directed a tiny amount of water ap¥s into the air which
enabled us to drink it. It was the nicest wateadl ever drank, although it
was summer the water was ice cold.

Now that we were at the top of the hill we made way down again
through a different path were we saw waterfallgegaand more deer. Towards the end of the tourame &
meadow with over 100 different types of wild flowegrowing naturally and it i
cut once a year for hay by vintage tractors. Wen thassed a crannog. Cranno
provided a means of protection for farmers andstivek - surrounded by water - i
medieval times, about 1,700 years ago. They weudtibnally built in an area of
shallow water within easy reach of the shditee next thing we saw was a “fulachjis s
fiadh” where food was cooked long ago and nexhtd tvas another crannog bufe s
there was no water around this one. !
The last thing we saw on our trip was a historigalk broken up into three part§
which displayed lifelike busts of Irish heroes frone past. Each bust cost just over




3000 euro and there are 30 busts between the wWalks which is a great educational tool for schow& then
headed for the visitor centre and our trip aroumal park was finished. We all found it very inteiregtand fun
because our guide was very entertaining and toklvasything there was to know about the park.

We made our way into the centre where the others wajoying the great music which was added todngs
from members of the group. Everyone was very reldecause they were able to choose what they wamteal,
when they wanted to do it and at their own pacealfdut five o’clock we all had a well deserved cofipea and a
scone; it was time to head home. Everyone | spokbad a great day out and would recommend Millstree
Country Park to anyone. Everyone got a bottle aliyhvater from nearby Saint John’s Well. The dayswaagreat
success and we are all looking forward to the tgxin August.



